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Announcement

Master Plan for Jindabyne –  
Building Australia’s alpine gateway

John Barilaro announcing the new $2.4 million masterplan for the Snowy Mountains region. Photo: V Logan/OEH

On 5 November 2018 the Deputy Premier and Minister for 
regional New South Wales, John Barilaro, and the Minister 
for Planning and Housing, Anthony Roberts, announced 
a new plan to revitalise Jindabyne with a $2.4 million 
masterplan to 2036.

Mr Barilaro said ‘Jindabyne is bursting with potential, and 
now is the time to act and form a clear vision for the future. 
We need to focus on delivering well planned, efficient and 
sustainable development that complements the region, 
supporting the unique character of the snowy mountains.

‘Jindabyne is home to a landscape that tourists and 
visitors dream of, but it is also a fantastic place to live, 
work and raise a family. 

The masterplan will consider the needs of permanent 
residents, as well as the region’s tourism needs for the 
future’.

Mr Roberts said Lee Shearer, who heads up the state’s 

Resource Regulator, would lead the development of the 
masterplan. She will oversee a whole-of-government 
working group that will include Snowy Monaro Regional 
Council and other key stakeholders and community 
members.

The result will be a masterplan with a clear vision 
building on the town’s strengths within the wider Snowy 
Mountains, a region that welcomes more than a million 
visitors a year and which is home to around 35,000 
people. For further information and to have your say, see 
the NSW Department of Planning and Environment Go 
Jindabyne webpage. 
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Cancer fundraiser

18th Snowy Ride success
There were four seasons in one weekend for the 18th 
Honda Snowy Ride, but thankfully, clear blue skies for the 
ride itself on Saturday 3 November 2018.

A total of 2140 motorcycles and pillions took part in the 
ride, hosted by the Steven Walter Children’s Cancer 
Foundation, and over $200,000 was raised towards 
research into a cure for childhood cancer.

Steven Walter Children’s Cancer Foundation Chief 
Executive Officer, Sue Walter, said a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone involved in making the ride possible.

‘We would like to thank our sponsors for their ongoing 
support. This year we had eight families take part in the 
Family Program, with children ranging in age from 2 to 
17 years old. They enjoyed the visit from the National 
Parks ranger with his animals, rides on Honda Goldwings 
thanks to the Australian Goldwing Association, activities at 
Lake Crackenback Resort, Charlotte Pass and Thredbo, 
bobsled and chairlift rides and plenty more.

 ‘It is a truly special experience for the families who get to 
spend some much-needed time together after a tough 
period with a child battling cancer. Without the generous 
support of our sponsors, it would not be possible.

‘I would also like to thank the people of the Snowy 
Mountains region who welcome us into the area for the 
weekend, our sponsors, volunteers and everyone who 
entered the Snowy Ride. Together we are working towards 
a future free from childhood cancer, one step at a time,’ 
she said.

Snowy Ride participants enjoying the Alpine Way 
Photo: Guy Davies Photography

Thredbo animals with a farewell gift on the Sunday departure with 
Cooma Car Club members. Photo: Guy Davies Photography

Family Program guests riding the Thredbo Chairlift. Photo K Dallas

The Seaton family and a thank you photo to major sponsors 
Photo: Guy Davies Photography
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‘Faces of Thredbo’ awards announced

Thredbo  
Historical Society dinner
The 2018 Thredbo Historical Society (THS) mid-winter 
dinner was held at the Thredbo Alpine Hotel and attended 
by 97 people. As part of the evening, this year’s ‘Faces 
of Thredbo Awards’ were announced by Stuart Diver, 
Operations Manager from Kosciuszko Thredbo. The 
winners were Albert van der Lee and Bela Racsko.

Albert van der Lee worked as Thredbo’s resident Manager 
with Lend Lease from 1963 to 1984 – longer than anyone 
else – and oversaw major expansion of the village and 
resort during this time. He undertook the detailed planning 
and implementation needed to bring to fruition the vision 
that Dick Dusseldorp held for Thredbo. He oversaw 
chairlift development, fashioning of ski runs and traverses, 
development of the road system, parking facilities, 
signposting, fire protection, sewerage, hotel extensions 
and negotiations with the various government bodies 
during this time.

The late Bela Racsko designed and built many of the early 
commercial, club and private lodges of Thredbo with his 
business partner Steve Szeloczky, successfully taking 
advantage of previous experiences building in the European 
mountains. In just his first decade in Thredbo his credits 
included the original Roslyn (now Hi Noon), Candlelight, 
Golden Eagle, Karoonda, the Black Bear, the Silver Brumby, 
Hing’s (now Leatherbarrel), Koomerang, Schlupfwinkel, 
Kasees, Winterhaus, Inala, Sitzmark, Munjarra and the 
original Lantern. The evening also honoured Ron Finneran, 
one of the world’s great pioneers of disabled skiing.

Tamara Richards, Albert van der Lee and Jann Mattick 
Photo: C Webb

Jhaney Kusar, Jordan Rodgers and Stuart Diver 
Photo: C Webb

Alexandra Racsko, Gabi Racsko and Catherine Racsko. Photo: C. Webb
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Mountain biking news 

Thredbo Valley Track 
extension

Mountain bike  
season opening

Work is well underway to extend the popular Thredbo 
Valley Track (TVT) by a total of 21 kilometre (km), with  
9 km already open to the public below Lake Crackenback 
(Bullocks Hut).

The full 17 km Lake Crackenback to Gaden Trout 
Hatchery section is expected to open in 2019. The 4km 
Dead Horse Gap to Thredbo Village section is expected 
to open in 2020. The track extensions will create 60 km 
of world-class mountain bike and walking tracks between 
Dead Horse Gap and Jindabyne when linked to existing 
off-park trails.

Works planned to be completed by June 2019 include:

• construction of the Lower TVT including a bridge 
across the Thredbo River to Gaden Hatchery

• upgrading the path from Skitube carpark to Bullocks 
Hut for low mobility access, cycling and other events

• upgrading sections of track to make it less prone to 
closure in wet weather

• construction of additional elevated platforms

• scoping of a potential carpark near Dead Horse Gap

• scoping the final route for the Upper TVT.

The track extensions have been made possible through 
$9.8 million funding through the Regional Growth – 
Environment and Tourism Fund program.

Work on the two new sections of track will require 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to close parts 
of the existing Thredbo Valley Track during the summer 
construction season. NPWS will ensure that some 
sections of track always remain open to ride.

You’ll find details of the latest track closures on the NPWS 
Koscuiszko National Park Local alerts webpage or email 
thredbovalleytrack@environment.nsw.gov.au.

On 17 November mountain bike trails opened again for the 
season at Thredbo with beautiful weather and hundreds of 
keen riders.

This season the Kosciuszko Flow Trail, the Cannonball 
Downhill (with 600 metre vertical descent) and the All 
Mountain Trail will be accompanied by some additional offers.

Early 2019 riders will see a new run ‘Easy Street’ making 
its way from the top of the Gunbarrel Express chairlift 
across the valley to the middle slopes of the Kosciuszko 
Flow and Cannonball Downhill. It will provide riders with a 
low intermediate style trail. Also on the lower slopes, the 
new ‘Home Run’ will see a more direct access from the 
All-Mountain finish at Creek Station, taking riders directly 
back to the base of the Kosciuszko Express Chairlift, 
without having to use the road.

Cyclists on the Thredbo Valley Track. Photo: OEH

Mountain bike riders unloading off the Kosciuszko Express Chairlift 
Photo: Thredbo Resort

Riders enjoying the trails. Photo: Thredbo Resort
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Johnny Abbottsmith’s children Diane Hampshire, Garry 
Abbottsmith and Fay Pendergast. Photo: P Woodman

Garry Abbottsmith with a copy of A history of the early development of 
Perisher-Smiggins by the late John Davis. Photo: P Woodman

Perisher Historical Society dinner

Annual Dinner
Perisher Historical Society Annual Dinner 2018 was held at 
Marritz Hotel on the opening weekend and was attended 
by about 80 people. The dinner included a presentation on 
the life of Johnny Abbottsmith – a legendary figure in the 
development of skiing in Australia – through photographs 
and interesting talks from his children Diane Hampshire, 
Garry Abbottsmith and Fay Pendergast.

Vicki Bathurst, Trish Houghton, Anthony Conacher, Cathy Conacher, Carel Laing, Michelle Stynes, Steve Forbes, Doug Garretty 
and Geoff Laing. Photo: P Woodman
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Book A history of the early development of Perisher-Smiggins

This book is a personal account of the expansion of Perisher during the 50s and 60s. It includes many amusing stories, descriptions of the 
fascinating characters who worked there, photographs and other interesting information about the time. Sadly, both John and Pat Davis 
died earlier this year shortly after the book was published.
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Environmental Commitment Awards 2018

Ralph Wese accepted the award on behalf of Guthega Ski Club. Photo: V Logan/OEH

Perisher Lodge winners
The Perisher Range Resorts Environmental Management 
System (PRREMS) operational committee presents 
awards to acknowledge the performance of lodges in 
meeting the PRREMS targets. The lodges with the best 
combined efficiency for water and energy per visitor night 
as determined from the 2017–18 EarthCheck data were 
selected as winners. This year the joint club winners were 
Blue Cow Ski Club and Guthega Ski Club. Smiggins Chalet 
was the recipient of the commercial operator award.

Commercial lodges/hotels
Winner: 
Smiggins Chalet (90 mega joules (MJ)/Visitor night (VN) 
and 133 litres (L)/VN).

Highly commendable:
• Guthega Inn
• Altitude
• Barina Milpara Lodge
• Chez Jean
• Corroboree Lodge
• Lodge 39 and
• Sundeck Hotel.

Club lodges 
Joint winners:
• Guthega Ski Club (39 MJ/VN and 68 L/VN) and
• Blue Cow Ski Club (41 MJ/VN and 78 L/VN).

 

Highly commendable:
• Alexandra Ski Club
• Alpenhof Lodge
• Aurora Ski Club
• Beachcombers Alpine Retreat
• Doorack Lodge – Snowy River Ski Club
• Gunuma Lodge
• Illawarra Alpine Club
• Jagungal Lodge
• Kalymaro Lodge
• Kandahar Ski Club
• Lampada Ski Club
• Langlauf Ski Club
• Maranatha Lodge
• Merriment Alpine Club
• Mirrabooka Ski Club
• Moerlina Lodge
• Mulumbinba Lodge
• Muniong Ski Club
• Orana Ski Club
• Rugby Ski Club
• Southern Cross Alpine Lodge
• Tarrawonga Alpine Club
• Tate Ski Club
• The RAN Ski Club
• Turnak Co-op Ski Club
• University Alpine Club and
• Yaraandoo Ski Club.
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Gathering

Australian Alpine and Snowsports History Association 

The organisations represented in the photograph (AASHA conference) include National Alpine Museum, Thredbo Alpine Museum, 
Northern Tasmanian Alpine Club, Perisher Historical Society, Kosciuszko Snow Revellers Club, Falls Creek Historical Society, Ski 
Club of Tasmania and Thredbo Historical Society. Photo: S Cuff/Snowy Mountains Magazine

On 4 to 6 May 2018 the Australian Alpine and 
Snowsports History Association (AASHA) Conference 
and Annual General Meeting was held at Perisher 
and attended by nearly 80 people. The conference 
included dinner and functions at Corroboree Lodge 
and field trips to Charlotte Pass, Guthega and Sponars 
Chalet, the site of the former Hotel Kosciuszko.

The next conference will be held on 3 to 5 May 2019 
at the Northern Tasmanian Alpine Club, Ben Lamond 
National Park, Tasmania.

For more information, see the Australian Alpine and 
Snowsports History Association website.

H IS TO R Y A S S O CI ATI O N 

AU
ST

RALIAN ALPINE SNOWSPORTS

AASHA
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OEH Chief Executive Awards 2018

The Snowy Region Visitor Centre Team

Anthony Lean, OEH Chief Executive presents the award to Anne Vrisakis, who accepted on behalf of the Snowy Region Visitor Centre team. 
Photo: OEH

The Chief Executive Awards are a great opportunity to 
recognise, reward and celebrate the exceptional work 
performance and contributions of staff in achieving the 
Office of Environment and Heritage’s (OEH) goals and 
priorities. The Chief Executive Awards for 2018 were 
announced and presented on Wednesday 31 October 
2018 by the OEH Chief Executive, Anthony Lean.

The Snowy Region Visitor Centre (SRVC) promotes 
activities and attractions within the Snowy Mountains 
region, including providing information and an appreciation 
of the natural and cultural heritage values of Kosciuszko 
National Park. The SRVC staff demonstrate an unfailing 
commitment to providing improved services to customers 
within OEH and the wider community, which is why they 
are so deserving of this high commendation.

The team includes Anne Vrisakis, Andrea Cowcher, 
Jeannie Streete, Karen Howell, Kay Weston, Paula 
Manning, Roslyn Hickey and Suzanne Lewis. A huge 
thank you to Raelene Nicholson for nominating and 
preparing the submission for the team.
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Education resource wins award

Anthony Lean, OEH Chief Executive, presented the award to team members Lorraine Oliver and Dan Nicholls. Photo: OEH

Collaboration (Team) 
Award Winner: The 
mountain pygmy- 
possum: on the edge

Colleagues from six different Office of Environment and 
Heritage (OEH) teams worked together to create this 
teaching resource, which gives students a first-hand look 
at methods used by conservation agencies to monitor 
threatened species. It uses geographic information system 
(GIS) technology to identify and investigate mountain 
pygmy-possum habitat sites in Kosciuszko National Park. 
It is a ground-breaking and innovative approach, providing 
a real-world experience to secondary students about 
how OEH threatened species’ experts collect field-based 
ecological and GIS data. The resource effectively shows 
the management challenges faced in helping to save the 
endangered mountain pygmy-possum. The team includes 
Lorraine Oliver, Dan Nicholls, Linda Broome and Sally Miller.
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Future changes

Looking to the Greymare Range from Mount Jagungal in Kosciuszko National Park. Photo: J Morrell/OEH

What does climate change mean for the mountains?

A workshop was held in March to present the 
preliminary findings of the Climate Change Impacts 
on the Alpine Region research project currently being 
conducted by Office of Environment and Heritage 
(OEH). The research project assessed the impacts of 
climate change at the local level, including impacts 
on water availability, snow cover, soil structure and 
chemistry, plants and animals and the downstream 
impacts on agriculture.

The project was a collaboration between OEH, 
Department of Primary Industries, University of New 
England and University of Technology Sydney.

What to expect
Snow cover
Compared with baseline averages (1990–2009), it is 
expected that there will be about 20% less snow days/
year in the near future (2020–2039) and 60% less 
snow days/year in the far future (2060–2079), though 
this will vary greatly with changes in elevation. Natural 
snow is projected to greatly decrease, especially for 
low elevation areas.

Average snow depth and snow making
In 1955, the average maximum snow depth/year at 
high elevation locations was 2.25 metres (m). Now, 
average maximum snow depth/year at high elevations 
is 1.75m.

Ideal snow making conditions require wet bulb 
temperatures below –2oC. Current alpine areas 
average up to 800 hours/year that are suitable 

temperatures for snow making. In the near future 
(2020–2039), there will be up to 600 hours suitable, 
and in the far future (2060–2079) only 300 hours that 
are suitable.

Groundwater recharge in alpine areas
Compared with baseline averages (1990–2009), there 
will be an average of 80 millimetres (mm)/year less 
recharge of groundwater in the far future (2060–2079) 
and more than 100 mm/year less in many alpine 
areas. Much of the reduced recharge is predicted to 
occur in spring because of reduced snowfall cover.

Temperatures
Compared with baseline temperature averages 
(1990–2009), maximums will be 0.5o–1oC warmer in 
the near future (2020–2039) and 1.5o–3oC warmer in 
the far future (2060–2079).

Compared with baseline averages (1990–2009), 10 
fewer colder nights will occur (<–2oC) in the near future 
and 40 fewer in the far future.

Rainfall
Compared with baseline averages (1990–2009), on 
average there will be a 10% decrease in average 
annual rainfall in the near future (2020–2039); however, 
the timing of the rainfall will also change with less 
winter/spring rainfall but more summer rainfall. 
Compared with baseline averages (1990–2009), there 
will be more than a 20% decrease in rainfall for alpine 
areas in spring, but there will be more than a 10% 
increase in summer rainfall for alpine areas in the far 
future (2060–2079).
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Did you know...?

How bogong moths  
find their way
Bogong moths travel over 1000 km each year from 
inland areas to their summer hide outs in the Snowy 
Mountains – at night! But how do they find their way?

New research, published in Current Biology, has 
revealed for the first time that bogong moths use the 
Earth’s magnetic field and visual landmarks to help 
direct them on their long journey.

Just like a compass which can tell us which direction 
is north and which is south, the bogong moths are 
able to tap into their own compass as well as using 
their excellent vision.

Researchers from Australia and Sweden set up ‘flight 
arenas’ surrounded by magnetic coils. When the 
magnetic field was turned 120 degrees to the east, 
the moths were still able to find their way due to their 
vision. But, when a visual cue was set up and the 
magnetic field was changed, the moths soon became 
quite disorientated.

Each winter, bogong moths live on the Western Plains 
under the ground and eat plant roots. In the spring 
time, they escape the heat by migrating to caves in 
Kosciuszko National Park. For over 20,000 years, 
Aboriginal people from as far as Yass and Melbourne 
travelled to these caves to feast on the moths; more 
than enough for everyone with moth populations 
in the billions! Each winter the moths return to their 
birthplace, again at night, to mate and reproduce.

Exactly how the bogong moths sense the Earth’s 
magnetic field remains a mystery, but a partnership 
between researchers in Australia and Sweden 
continues to investigate.

Bogong moth. Photo: T Scanlon/OEH

See a cat, catch a cat

Cats kill more than 1 million birds and 1.7 million reptiles 
every day in Australia. Unfortunately, this figure includes 
alpine areas and, each year, dozens of cats are seen in 
and around the resorts.

If you see a cat within alpine resorts, please notify the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Environmental 
Liaison Officer by phone or text NOW on 0418 689 250. 
We will try and place a trap in the area within 24 hours 
of the call. If we can have the trap in place quickly, it 
dramatically improves the chances of both seeing a cat 
and catching a cat.

Plumbing and  
drainage compliance

The NPWS has delegated functions under the Plumbing 
and Drainage Act 2011 within Kosciuszko National Park. 
All Plumbers and drainers working in the Park, including 
the resorts must submit the following documents to the 
NPWS Perisher Team.

Document Submit to When

Notice of works NPWS Perisher 
Team

No later than 2 
business days 
before work 
commences

Certificate of 
compliance

NPWS and the 
person who 
required the 
works

On completion 
and/or final 
inspection

Sewer Service 
diagram

NPWS and the 
lessee

On completion

NPWS Perisher Team
Email: perisher@environment.nsw.gov.au 
Fax: (02) 6457 4455
Post: NPWS, PO Box 41 Perisher Valley NSW 2624.

Feral cat in a trap. Photo: C Hampshire/OEH

Resort Round-up Newsletter Summer 2018–1912



Resorts Environmental Services Team moving forward

New Team Leader
In June 2018, National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) Resorts Environmental Services Team (REST) 
welcomed Bree Mawhinney on board as their new 
Team Leader. Bree comes to REST from a legal 
background and it is envisaged this will be a major 
asset with her involvement in integrated planning 
and policy development. Bree will also take on 
responsibility for the activities of REST, which with the 
latest NPWS restructure, is finally taking shape. 

Bryce Williams has become the most recent addition 
to REST having been appointed to take up the 
role vacated by Mark Feeney as the Environmental 
Monitoring Officer. This follows on from Rebecca 
Owen and Tim Scanlon being appointed to their 
ongoing roles of Assessment Coordinator and Resort 
Liaison Officer, respectively.

Other REST team members include Virginia Logan 
in the role as Environmental Officer, EMS and Peter 
McCarthy who is currently employed as the Health 
Officer. Helen Smith continues as the Administration 
Officer with her wide-ranging skill set applied across 
the gamut of the section’s responsibilities from 
undertaking winter food inspections to publication 
layout, design and computer skills.

With a new consultative leader and all the team 
positions filled, REST look forward to working closely 
with resort stakeholders.

Bree Mawhinney preparing to run to Mount Kosciuszko.

Avoiding and  
minimising impacts

Rebecca Owen has been the Assessment Coordinator 
with NPWS REST since 2014 when her predecessor, 
Shane Trengrove, retired. Shane can still be found 
engaging in his passion for the environment as a volunteer 
spearheading local Landcare around the Snowy Monaro 
Region.

The Assessment Coordinator’s main role is to review 
Development Assessment (DA) referrals from Department 
of Planning (DPE) and ensure the NSW Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 is appropriately interpreted and 
integrated into the ongoing planning and assessment 
process. In addition, Bec ensures that environmental 
assessment processes for the Southern Ranges Branch 
are applied consistently across the park.

Rebecca is available to provide advice on development 
work in the resorts, including pre-DA lodgement, 
interpretation of the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act, 
vegetation management on ski slopes and paint colours 
for Perisher Range Resorts. Bec can be contacted on  
(02) 6450 5543 or email rebecca.owen@environment.nsw.
gov.au.

Public Service Medal
Dave Woods has recently been awarded a Public Service 
Medal in acknowledgement of his contributions to NPWS 
and the environment. His award was announced in the 
2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List and presented in a 
ceremony at Government House.

Dave’s most notable achievement during his 17 years 
as the Resorts Environmental Liaison Officer was in 
assisting stakeholders to uphold the best environmental 
practices and to value the unique environment of 
Kosciuszko National Park. Dave’s approach was to work 
collaboratively, with this leading to successful outcomes 
in programs stretching from weed and pest management 
programs to rehabilitation projects and through to the 
coordination of resort events. Dave also had important 
roles in cohabitation issues; assistance to PhD students, 
particularly with botanical matters; environmental 
assessments; fire management planning; and community 
education and volunteer programs.

Since 2017, Tim Scanlon has been undertaking Dave’s 
role. Tim can be contacted on: (02) 6450 5616 or email 
tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au.
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Reduce, reuse, recycle 

Three decades of 
environmental 
monitoring

Bryce Williams and Dr Hayley Bates assessing the health and 
condition of a mountain pygmy-possum. Photo: OEH

The NSW container deposit scheme, Return and Earn, 
began rolling out on 1 December 2017. Drink container 
litter makes up 44% of the volume of all litter in the state 
and costs more than $162 million to manage. Return and 
Earn is the largest litter reduction scheme introduced in 
New South Wales and will help meet the Premier’s goal of 
reducing the volume of litter in the state by 40% by 2020.

Eligible drink containers

Most empty 150-millilitre to 3-litre drink containers are 
eligible for a 10-cent refund when taken to an approved 
NSW collection point. Container materials that may be 
eligible for a refund include:

• PET
• HDPE
• glass
• aluminium
• steel and
• liquid paperboard.

Containers should be empty, uncrushed, unbroken and 
have the original label attached. Wine, spirits, cordial and 
plain milk containers are generally not eligible.

If a container isn’t eligible for a refund, please use a 
recycling bin. For more information, see the Return and 
Earn website.

Environmental monitoring of water quality and 
mountain pygmy-possum populations in resorts dates 
back to the 1980s. This long-term monitoring helps 
identify natural trends and potential impacts from 
human activities. In recent years it has been expanded 
to include monitoring of recreational impacts such as 
mountain biking and rehabilitation works.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
Resorts Environmental Monitoring Officer position was 
pioneered by Glen Sanecki; however, Mel Schroder 
shaped it into the dedicated and important role it is 
today with the work she undertook from 2007 to 2016 
on weed mapping, rehabilitation plans, facilitating 
research projects, providing advice on environmental 
impact assessments, riparian restoration, predator 
control programs, supporting and encouraging 
university placements, and expanding the monitoring 
programs. Mel is still kicking significant conservation 
goals as the Senior Conservation Planning Officer for 
Southern Ranges Branch. She is still involved with 
the monitoring of the threatened mountain pygmy-
possum.

Mark Feeney, formerly of Perisher Blue, briefly filled 
the position before his desire for adventure and travel 
kicked in and he headed overseas in early 2018. 
Bryce Williams is the new Monitoring Officer. He has 
taken up the position heading into the busy spring 
and summer period. However, he is no stranger to the 
seasonality of work in the resorts having previously 
worked for the Thredbo Environment Team.

Bryce can be contacted on (02) 6450 5538 or email 
bryce.williams@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Return  
and earn

Reverse Vending Machine in Jindabyne (Photo: H Smith/OEH)
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Thank you to Mark Nolan

I did it my way!

Mark Nolan taking a break from health inspections in Thredbo ski resort. Photo: OEH

Mark Nolan at Lord Howe Island. Photo: OEH

Mark Nolan was the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) Senior Environmental Health Officer for 10 years. 
For three years, Mark also provided the environmental 
health services to Lord Howe Island. Mark was a big 
believer in public health education and every winter ran 
workshops on food handling; operating swimming pools 
and spas; and safe drinking water supplies.

During Mark’s time at NPWS, he worked diligently to raise 
food safety standards in the NSW alpine resorts. This 
culminated in 2015, with Mark being awarded the NSW 
Food Authority ‘Food Surveillance Champion’ award for 
showing leadership and commitment in food surveillance 
activities and for providing encouragement and support to 
Environmental Health Officers at a regional level.

A little-known fact about Mark is that he is an 
accomplished swing dancer. Mark performed with 
‘Dancing with the Cooma Stars’ to put on a number of 
successful performances that raised funds for the Monaro 
Committee for Cancer Research.

Since 2017 Peter McCarthy has been contributing to 
NPWS’s health program and previously worked in Port 
Hedland, WA. Peter can be contacted on: (02) 6450 5546 
or email Peter.K.McCarthy@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Environmental Health in Kosciuszko National Park

Food Safety Packs Raw egg products
It was noted over the course of the 2018 food 
inspections that several food businesses still use raw 
eggs in foods that are uncooked. There are safer 
options available, including commercially produced 
dressings, sauces and spreads or pasteurised egg 
products instead of raw eggs in ready-to-eat products.

If a business chooses to use raw egg products, they 
are responsible for managing the risk of Salmonella 
contamination. To ensure the food is safe to eat, 
business must pay attention to the preparation, storage 
and handling of eggs and raw egg products.

This includes: acidifying raw egg product to a pH of  
4.2 by using vinegar or lemon juice and measured using 
a pH meter or pH paper; keeping the acidified raw egg 
products at or below 5°C; making acidified raw egg 
product fresh every day and storing it in small tubs;  
and discarding the acidified raw egg product within 
 24 hours.

If you have any doubts about the requirements for 
the preparation of raw egg products, the NSW Food 
Authority has produced the Food Safety Guidelines for 
the preparation of raw egg products to assist. 

Preparing the 2018 Food Safety Packages. Photo: H Smith/OEH

A long-standing practice of National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) has been to compile Food Safety 
Packages to provide guidance with the food safety 
expectations for a commercial food business. The food 
safety packs contain laminated posters that outline 
the basic food safety principles, and these can be 
displayed in food premises.

These posters address cross contamination, critical 
temperatures in keeping food safe, foods that have 
been associated with allergic reactions, cleaning and 
sanitising principles, personal hygiene and the correct 
procedures for hand washing.

In addition, samples of equipment that can be used to 
assist in meeting food safety objectives are included 
in the packs; with this varying from season to season. 
Also, this format has been

used to communicate information on winter waste 
collections and recycling objectives. Response from 
food business owners has been overwhelmingly 
positive to the food safety packs and NPWS remains 
open to your suggestions if you have improvements 
that you believe are warranted.
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Water quality monitoring

Is your stream clean? Ask the water bugs!
Stream water quality can vary a lot from day to day or 
month to month depending on recent rainfall and what’s 
happening in the catchment. A good way to tell your 
overall stream water quality is to see what water bugs (or 
macroinvertebrates) live there. Some species are badly 
affected by pollution and poor water quality, so if the 
water’s bad, they won’t be there! We call these sensitive 
species.

A good mix of water bug species is a good sign for your 
stream – particularly if you have insects like stoneflies, 
mayflies and caddisflies. They are sensitive species and 
can only live in healthy streams.

The role of water bugs in streams includes breaking down 
nutrients and organic material, shredding and chewing 
leaves and bark, scraping algae off exposed surfaces and 
providing food for fish and other species.

Water quality around the alpine resorts is fairly good 
as most of the catchments support native vegetation, 
especially along streambanks. Poor water quality is more 
common following snow melt as nutrients, salt and other 

pollutants from resorts and human infrastructure are 
released into the stream.

Water quality measurements and macroinvertebrate 
samples are collected throughout the year by scientists 
employed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
the resorts, and the results can help to identify potential 
pollution sources and areas that need targeting to improve 
the health of our streams.

We can all help our streams and the bugs that live in them by:

• using bins and picking up rubbish

• minimising the nutrients that enter the stream by 
encouraging native vegetation, especially along 
streams

• limiting use of salt, oils, soaps, detergents and other 
pollutants, especially near waterways

• considering our streams as entire ecosystems rather 
than just water and looking after them so that they 
can look after us.

Telephlebiidae larvae. Photo: OEH
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Opening weekend

Perisher Peak Festival
It was a busy opening weekend at Perisher with skiing 
on front valley and Peak Festival providing plenty of 
music and entertainment in venues across the resort. 
The styles of music varied from rock, folk, dance, world, 
soul, blues, hip hop, swing, gypsy and more!

The performers were of a high standard and were 
well received by the crowds. Accompanying the acts 
were reptile shows, Aboriginal cultural workshops 
and environmental displays in the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service building.

L.A.O.K.O (Looking After Our Kosciuszko Orphans) volunteer 
BBQ near Perisher car park. Photo: T.Scanlon/OEH

Jirra Scanlon patting an olive python. Photo: T.Scanlon/OEH

Cigany Weaver playing at The Man Hotel. Photo: T.Scanlon/OEH

Lani Scanlon with a bearded dragon on her head while patting 
a blue-tongued lizard. Photo: T.Scanlon/OEH

Two shingleback lizards and a bearded dragon on the tree 
stump. Photo: H Smith/OEH
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