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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE   
 
Thredbo’s 60th Anniversary year ended with a rush 
– consistent with the very active program we had 
set for the Society to mark the Anniversary in 2017. 
     On Friday afternoon of 24th November we had 
gladly accepted an invitation from Kerry Coomber 
Manager NPWS Snowy Region Visitor Centre, to 
hold a film and book signing event at their 
auditorium.  In welcoming the 30 plus audience to 
the centre, Kerry also introduced Tim Scanlon 
Resorts Liaison Officer, who has replaced the 
resigning Dave Wood who had established a strong 
and supportive relationship with the Society over 
many years.  Author Chas Keys spoke and then 
attended to book signings followed by a pleasant 
afternoon tea in the adjacent Parc Café. 
     A week later we were hosted by Nan and Larry 
Adler at their Collaroy store for a similar event. 
Welcome drinks were followed by the Film 
“Charles Anton The Main Range and Thredbo 1950 
– 1962” and Chas Keys giving an entertaining talk 
on the challenges faced by an author. 
     We would like to thank Kerry Coomber of NPWS 
for their ongoing support in promoting our book at 
their 4 visitor centres throughout the Snowy 
region. Similarly we again express our gratitude to 
Larry and Nan Adler and their staff who are 
promoting and selling our book in their 3 Sydney 
retail stores as well as one in Jindabyne. 
BOOK SALES: We can report that at the end of 
December a total of 692 sales have been made – 
430 (62%) at wholesale to Retailers and 262 (38%) 
of our own sales through the Museum, Website 
and our 2 book launches. We are particularly 
grateful to the following retailers who are stocking 
and selling our book “THREDBO: Pioneers, 
Legends,  Community”:    
Kosciuszko Thredbo Pty Ltd -Thredbo Newsagency 
and Valley Terminal, Larry Adler Stores, Thredbo 
Valley Distillery, NewsXpress Jindabyne, Snowy                                                                      
                                                        (continued Page 2) 

THS CALENDER OF EVENTS –2018 
FRIDAY MAY 4TH (evening) 
SATURDAY MAY 5TH, (all day) 
SUNDAY MAY 6TH (morning) 
Perisher Valley 
Australian Alpine Snowsports History Association 
Conference  
  

TUESDAY MAY  15TH 5.30pm for 6pm  to 8.30 
Sydney Cocktails 
RAHS History House, 133 Macquarie Street 
Guest Speaker:  Randy Wieman film and talk on 
Australia’s History of Hot Dogging to Freestyle Skiing 
(Aerials, Moguls, Ballet) 
 

SATURDAY JUNE 16TH 5.30 pm for 6 pm to 8.30 
Thredbo Snowfall Cocktails 
Launch of Thredbo Alpine Museum exhibition  
featuring 60th Anniversary Year of Thredbo Ski  
Patrol Association. 
Guest Speaker: TBA 
 

SATURDAY JULY 25th 
Mid Winter Dinner & 2018 Faces of Thredbo Awards 

Kosciuszko Room, Thredbo Alpine Hotel 
 

CANBERRA – Winter: Film and Book Signing event 
Details to be advised. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cees Koeman, Frank Prihoda, Chas Keys 
and Tommy Tomasi at the Jindabyne Book Signing in 

November 2017       Photo: Kirsten Seaver@ Monaro Post 
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE (continued)  

Monaro Regional Visitor Centre Cooma, Snowy Hydro 
Discovery Centre at Cooma and visitor centres at     
Khancoban and  Cabramurra, NPWS Visitor centres at 
Jindabyne, Perisher and Yarrangobilly Caves House, 
Monchichi Souvenirs & Gifts Jindabyne, Belconnen Ski 
n Board, Paul Reader Sydney Kent St store, Jamberoo 
Newsagency, Lesley McKay Bookshop Woollahra. 
Thank you all for your support of the Society. 
AGM: On Saturday 25 November we held our Annual 
General Meeting at The Denman Hotel in Thredbo 
with just over 20 in attendance. Executive reports 
were presented as required followed by the election 
of Executive Officers and Committee members as 
follows: President Alan Fredericks, Vice Presidents Ed 
Denny and Trevor Harrison, Secretary Maureen 
Roberts, Treasurer Peta Strong-Henley. Committee 
members elected are Chrissi Webb (Public Officer), 
Anne Collet (Membership Officer), Jerry Krejzar 
(Manager Oral Histories), Randy Wieman, Victoria 
Incani, Kerri Koczanowski, and Graeme Holloway who 
stepped down as Vice President.  
     We warmly welcome our two new committee 
members Victoria and Kerri.  Marion Murri a 
committee member from the Society’s inception, 
announced that she was not seeking re-election and 
also Chas Skinner of Cooma did not seek re-election.  
We thank you both for your service.  We should also 
mention here our appreciation of the service 
provided by outgoing Treasurer Caroline Simmons 
over the past 2 years.      
     Further into the newsletter you will find a cameo 
piece on Marion’s long association with the society 
and also short bios on our two new committee 
members and new Vice President. 
     The Annual General Meeting was followed by a 
convivial light lunch and our thanks go to Ed and Judy 
Denny. 
  
MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS: The Museum Local 
Volunteer program initiated by Kosciusko Thredbo 
P/L has gained another two long time Thredbo locals, 
in Errol and Elsa Hanlon who join Michelle Palmer, 
Kellie Meehan, Brie Connor, Renee Connor and 
Victoria Incani, with Victoria, now on our committee, 
kindly agreeing to manage for us the recruitment and 
coordination of the local volunteer program. 

 
     Whilst on the subject of volunteers, member 
Chas Skinner of Cooma took the initiative to open 
the museum from the start of the school holidays on 
16 Dec through to and including Christmas day. He 
gave the externals of the Museum a real attention 
grabbing Christmas look with some of his own 
personal collection. With the opening of the 
museum for these 10 days (normally closed then) 
we attracted over 500 visitors. Thank you Chas.  This 
overall effort by our volunteers enabled us to open 
the Museum to the public everyday from the 
commencement of the school holidays to the 28 
January, a total of 44 days attracting 1856 Visitors.                       
                                                           Continued Page 7 
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MARION MURRI 
After 21 years, Marion Murri has stepped down from 
the THS Committee.  She attended the formation 
meeting in 1995, and was nominated to the position of 
Assistant Secretary at the inaugural Annual General 
Meeting in 1996.  Her role developed into that of 
Social Secretary in 1999.       
     Since then Marion was involved in practically all the 
social activities of the Society, including a trip to the 
historic Buffalo Chalet, mid winter dinners, spring thaw 
dinners, lounge lizards gatherings, Snow Fall cocktails 
and historic ski days.  She edited the earlier editions of 
the Society’s Newsletter and held the position of 
Public Officer from 2001 to 2003.    
     Marion is responsible for the development of the 
Society’s collection of snow sportswear.  In 2010 she 
washed, sorted and itemised 186 garments into boxes 
ready for storage.  She curated a very successful 
museum display in 2010 featuring the “Ski Fashions of 
the Decades”, sharing many items from her own 
collection.   She was always prepared to step into the 
breach in manning the Museum should she be 
available.  Marion also assisted at a number of working 
bees either in Thredbo or at a storage location.   
     It should also be mentioned that Marion was an 
enthusiastic supporter for the development of the 
successful Thredbo Masters’ ski race training program 
under the leadership of Tim Robertson. 
     The contribution by Marion to the development and 
functioning of Thredbo Historical Society was a major 
one and her input will be missed.   

 Chrissi Webb 
 

 

   
            Penny Krejzar and Marion Murri at the Society’s 

                        2017 Annual General Meeting 

THREDBO 60TH ANNIVERSARY: 
LARRY ADLER’S COLLAROY STORE 

A group of 30 like-minded people gathered at Larry 
Adler’s Collaroy store in Sydney on Friday December 
1st to enjoy a drink, some lovely food and an 
informative talk from that well known author Chas 
Keys.  
     Nan’s daughter Skye organised the event and all 
the Adler family turned out for the evening. Alan 
Fredericks did a short talk followed by a video 
presentation then Chas followed on with a talk 
about the Thredbo Book. 
     Most people there had probably already read the 
book or at least purchased it but the store managed 
to sell another six copies. Chas once again 
entertained us with the early history of Thredbo and 
has now a new thread for a book, or at least an in-
depth article on the origins of Thredbo. 
     Nan was an excellent hostess, looking after 
everybody and doing all the catering.  In addition, 
she donated a brand new pair of a 1960s Stroltz 
boots for the museum’s collection. 
     So thank you so much Larry, Nan, Skye and all the 

team at Larry Adlers.                         Trevor Harrison 

 
Nan Adler presents Alan Fredericks with the 1960s Strolz 

 boot  
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TREVOR HARRISON 
I was born in 1949 in Brighton Victoria and attended 
Brighton State primary and high schools. My first 
job was with the ABC studying Electrical Engineering 
and Television Operations.  
     In 1977 I moved to Sydney to start work at 
Channel 10 in North Ryde.  In 1978 I started skiing 
at Thredbo and have been skiing there ever since. In 
1988 I formed my own company Shoebox 
Productions P/L, specialising in post production 
sound for film and Television.  
     I am a Honorary  Lifetime  Member of the 
Australian Screen Sound Guild and was its President 
for 7 years.     I am a founding member of the 
Academy (AACTA/AFI) and have full voting rights - a 
big task in itself. 
      I reside in Palm Beach in Sydney but dearly love 
to visit Thredbo as often as possible. I enjoy back 
country skiing as much as downhill.  
    My interest in THS started when Graeme 
Holloway was President and I admired his 
dedication.  I am grateful for the nomination and 
hope that I can bring my computer and 
organisational skills to the benefit of the Thredbo 
Historical Society. 

VICTORIA INCANI 
Victoria grew up in Melbourne and became 
acquainted with snow and skiing at the age of 12 
through the family visits to Mt Buller. 
      She completed her University Degree in 
Melbourne before embarking on a trip to Europe 
where she spent two seasons working in a Swiss 
ski resort. She followed that up with a season 
working in Cardrona NZ. 
     On returning to Sydney for 15 years, Victoria 
was involved in the medical industry. There she 
met good friend Jane Wholohan – daughter of 
John Wholohan current Treasurer of Happy 
Wanderers Club. This association introduced 
Victoria to Thredbo where she has been Manager 
of the clubs Thredbo Lodge for 4 years.  
     During those 4 years she obtained her Science 
Degree through distance Education and now works 
as a Casual Teacher at Jindabyne Central High 
School. 
     Victoria has now participated for 2 years in the 
K T P/L Museum Volunteer program and has 
provided a significant contribution to the success 
of the Society’s recent Thredbo social events. 
 

         ENJOYING LUNCH  AT THE 2017 AGM WERE: 

KERRI KOCZANOWSKI 
Kerri’s introduction to skiing came when as an 18 
year old she accompanied who was to be her future 
husband Andrew, on a trip to Thredbo.  
     Andrew had grown up in Cooma where his father 
was working as an Engineer on the Snowy Scheme. 
He had learnt to ski whilst there and later became a 
member of his University Ski Team. After their 
marriage they travelled to Europe where they 
worked in hospitality in St Anton Austria for a 
season. 
     Kerri and Andrew are the current owners and 
managers of Pure Chalet and now permanent 
residents of Thredbo having moved down from 
Manly – looking for a mountain change. 
     Kerri’s previous qualifications are in the arts, 
including interior Architecture and Design, Fine Arts 
and Floristry. Kerri has held several art exhibitions 
and designed many houses.  They have extensive 
experience in Management, love skiing and wish to 
engage with the Thredbo community in any way 
they can. 

 

:  

Maureen Roberts and Margot Stuart 

 
Chas Skinner, Del Fisher, Randy Wieman & 

Judy Denny 
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IN THE MUSEUM
 
The visitors to the Museum from June 1st to  
December 31st 2017 totalled 3679.   
     With 2018 being a Winter Olympic year, the 
special display prepared with the assistance of Kerri 
Koczanowski, has focussed on the Australian 
Olympic team uniforms from past years.  This year 
garments on display include those worn by Frank 
Prihoda (alpine, Cortina 1956), Australian team 
1976, Bob Lawton (team manager, Albertville 1992), 
Manuela Berchtold (freestyle moguls, Torino 2006), 
Jenny Owens (alpine, Salt Lake City 2002, and 
skicross Sochi 2014). 
     In June the special display area will be dedicated 
to the celebration the 60th  Anniversary of the 
Thredbo Volunteer Ski Patrol.   
 

 
19

th
 Century Norwegian Skier  Photo:  Chas Skinner 

Comments from Visitors: 
Nick Hope, Mosman Great this museum exists. 
Mark Lavant: Lovely reception and how the 
clothing and equipment has changed. 
Dagmar & Gabriel Jandusek, Prague: Thank you 
for all and the new information about Tony 
Sponar.  

Winter Irving family, Braidwood: Fabulous and 
funny walk down history. 
Gard Wandon, Melbourne: Wonderful memories 
from a skiing career of 44 years – I remember 
most of them.  

Newest Memorabilia Acquisition: 
The old Thredbo Top Station Bell now has a home in 
the Alpine Museum.  This old bell was originally 
attached to the wall on the outside of Top Station 
(around 1973).  A very energetic ski patroller would 
go to the bell and flog it mercilessly with metal edge 
of the half (broken) ski kept near the bell for this 
daily ritual.  The ceremonious peeling of the bell 
announced that the Basin lift was about to close 
and the last ride down Crackenback Chairlift was 
shortly commencing. 
 The bell was rescued by Ludwig Rabina when it 
was discarded and it is now donated to the Thredbo 
Alpine Museum by his daughters and grand children 
–  Claire Rabina (now Groot) and daughter Evelyn, 
and Julia Rabina and her son Flynn- November 
2017.   
 A special thank you to Naomi Freuden who 
delivered the extremely heavy Bell to Thredbo.     

                                                                           Chrissi Webb 

 

 

    
     Thredbo Top Station  Bell 

THS MEMBERSHIP FEES  2017/18 
Individuals:  $45/1-yr; $225/5-yrs;    
                      $450/10-yr 
Family:  $60/1-yr; $300/5-yrs 
Group: Club$220/year 
Corporate Gold: $1500/yr Silver: $1000/yr                    
                   Bronze: $500/yr 

 

Published by Thredbo Historical Society Inc., PO Box 6, Thredbo 2625.  Inc # Y226902-3  ABN # 39 677 273 055 
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A HISTORY OF AVIOR SKI CLUB  
In the early 1960’s a group of RAAF officers from 
RAAF Base Richmond, NSW, would enjoy ski 
holidays in the NSW ski fields of Perisher Valley and 
Charlotte Pass.  From their enjoyment came a 
desire to form a Ski Club and build a lodge in the 
NSW ski fields that would be owned by the 
members.  Amongst many who contributed to the 
development of this idea one prominent figure was 
Flight Lieutenant Bill Cape, a Neptune pilot at No 11 
Squadron. 
     With the opening of the chairlift from the 
Thredbo Valley to Charlotte Pass in the early 1960’s 
a block of land was selected at Charlotte Pass and a 
deposit paid to start the process.  The difficulties 
experienced by this chairlift in 1964/65 lead to the 
focus moving to Thredbo Village.  A block of land 
was allocated above Bobuck Lane, a sublease 
signed, and a contract was let with Bela Racsko to 
build a lodge for $28,000.00.   
     In parallel with these activities, members were 
recruited for an investment of $400.00 each.  A loan 
was obtained from the Bank of New South Wales.  
Some of the members contributed their own funds 
due to shortfalls in membership recruiting and 
payments.  Members from the Sydney area 
travelled to Thredbo during the early months of 
1968 to provide unskilled labour to assist with the 
building.  The lodge in a very basic form opened for 
use on 27 July 1968.  So the vision was on its way.   
     A Ski Lodge is something that is built to be 
modified, altered, changed, renovated, improved 
over its life and Avior Lodge is no exception.  The 
original approval was for 18 beds in 8 bedrooms 
upstairs and this has remained unchanged but the 
size of the bedrooms has shrunk due to altered fire 
safety rules.  The original bathrooms upstairs were 
extensively changed.  The original kitchen was 
changed twice and the dining living area downstairs 
has seen major alterations and extensions over time 
which has allowed for unparalleled views of the 
Thredbo ski slopes.   
     The original wood burning fireplace remains and 
continues to smoke depending on the wind.     

The stairs, entry and drying rooms are little 
changed.  Externally the verandas have been 
increased in size and repaired several times.  The 
original step ladder to the front door was soon 
replaced with masonry stairs from the car parking 
space which was considerably increased in size in 
1977.   
     The original membership plan was for 60 
members and this has remained unchanged over 
the years to ensure reasonable access for members 
in the relatively short Australian ski season.  The 
club was established as a Co-Operative under the 
NSW Act and remains this way.  The many 
improvements to the lodge have been funded by 
loans or overdrafts from the Bank of NSW or from 
the accumulated funds from members’ use of the 
lodge, largely in winter.  The original loan from 
members was turned into equity and more recently 
a yearly membership fee has been charged which 
now contributes a significant proportion of income.   
     The original sub lease from KT has been extended 
several times and now runs to 2057 with 
consequent changes in site rental and bed charges.  
These changes required careful and mature 
consideration over the years but always with the 
objective of ensuring the lodge remained operating 
at Thredbo.  Of the original 60 members 13 remain 
as members.  At the time of writing, the current 
membership was 38. 
     Until recent years Committee Membership 
(Directors) was made up of the original members or 
their mature aged replacements.  In the past few 
years a number of children of original or 
replacement members have become members in 
their own right.  Committee Membership is now 
largely made up of this new generation of skiers but 
several original members remain Committee 
members in their more mature years.   
     Despite the views of original members, 
snowboarding is now the sport of many who stay at 
Avior in the winter.  With the passing of time guests 
at Avior now include a third generation of snow 
sports enthusiasts.                        Continued Page 7  
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A HISTORY OF AVIOR SKI CLUB  continued 

     Many members, families and guests have used 
Avior as a holiday home in the mountains during the 
non-snow months as a base for hiking, and other 
forms of enjoying the facilities of the Thredbo Village 
and the Kosciuszko National Park.  Mountain biking is 
now a significant activity for members, their children 
and guests.  Members’ working parties to repair or 
repaint the lodge and fill the wood room have been 
regular activities and have contributed to the sense 
of ownership of the lodge. 
     With the enthusiasm of current members, its 
history and its sound financial condition Avior should 
continue to be much loved and used for years to 
come.  The initiator of Avior Ski Club and its lodge, 
Flight Lieutenant, later Qantas Captain, now *Mr Bill 
Cape retains his membership No 1 position and is 

now the Club’s Patron.  Bill Collins, May 2017 

 
A smiling Bill Cape stands in front of Avior Ski Club’s newly 

completed lodge which opened on 26 July 1968. 

(Photo:  Avior Ski Club Collection) 

 
Footnote:  We are most grateful for Avior’s past  
Donation of $280 to the Society’s Museum Foundation 
 Fund  
 

THS OFFICE BEARERS:  2017/2018 
Patron:               Alan Rydge 
President:          Alan Fredericks alanf@bigpond.net.au                               
                                   02 9449 7610 / 0417401403 
Vice President :  Ed Denny                 6457 6222 
Vice President:   Trevor Harrison        0414 967585 
Secretary:           Maureen Roberts     6456 1289 
Treasurer:           Peta Strong Henley 0412 773 262 

  Committee:        
  Public Officer:    Christina Webb         6456 2279            
  Membership:      Anne Collet               6281 1525 
  Oral History:       Jerry Krejzar              
  Graeme Holloway, Randy Wieman, Victoria Incani, and 
   Kerri Koczanowski. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT continued 

FOOTNOTE: Finally the two Film & Book signing 
events and the AGM saw the contentious issue 
of who discovered Thredbo and who deserves 
acknowledgment, being raised again.   Present 
at these events and discussions, was our THS 
member and Author Chas Keys. 
     As a result, Chas has of his own volition, 
undertaken to do more research into the 
subject and produce an article on his findings. 
He has now completed his 6 page essay titled 
“Whose Idea was Thredbo? Who Founded it? 
And Who Deserves the Credit?” 
     Whilst the essay was not requested by THS 
but it arose from Chas’s own personal interest 
in the subject – we will however, for the benefit 
of our members, sometime in February or 
March send to each member (where we have 
their email address) an electronic copy of the 

essay.                                       Alan Fredericks 

 
Lorna & Paul Kelly with Michelle Reichinger at the 

AGM 

THREDBO ALPINE MUSEUM 

Opening Hours:  1 – 5 pm  
Peak:  July – September 2018 
            December 26 – January 27             
            (closed Mondays) 
Other:  Weekends only        
            Spring:  October, November 
            Autumn:  Feb March April, June 
Plus public holidays and special events 

VALE:  It is with much sadness that we report the 
that: 
*Bill Cape of Avior Lodge passed away in 2017. 
 Patricia Hecher died in Pettneu am Arlberg, 
 Austria, on January 12th, 2018. 
The Society extends sincere condolences to  
their families and friends.(see tribute Page 8 &9) 

 



 

 THS Newsletter THREDBO ALPINE MUSEUM Issue #65 February 2018 Page 8 

 

PATRICIA HECHER – A TRIBUTE 
 

It was a fitting venue that the celebration of Tricia’s 
life should be held at Bernti’s Lodge in Thredbo on 
January 26th 2018, when the backbone of the 
Thredbo community gathered to pay tribute to her.  
Tributes covering different aspects of her life were 
given by Michelle Reichinger, Louise Gibson and 
Frank Prihoda.    
 Patricia Hecher nee Hogan, grew up in 
Melbourne.  She began her career working as an 
accountant in the Taxation Office and one year Tricia 
was awarded the title of “Miss Accountancy”.  She 
fell in love with skiing and the charming Austrian ski 
instructor Bernti Hecher on a holiday at Falls Creek 
in 1970.  After fun times spent between Stowe and 
Falls Creek ski resorts, where Bernti instructed and 
Trish worked in Montreal and Melbourne, the 
couple married in 1972. 
 Michelle Reichinger related her first 
impressions of Tricia:  “It was Winter, 1972.  An 
intriguing young woman walks into our store, long 
brown hair, false eyelashes, engaging smile and a 
leopard coat.  Enter Tricia Hecher ... the attractive 
new wife of Austrian ski instructor Bernti Hecher and 
the beginning of a legendary Thredbo glamour 
couple.....   

 After a brief stint managing and catering at the 
Thredbo Alpine Club, Tricia’s vision for “Bernti’s” 
began to materialise.  The year was 1978.  ‘Build it 
and they will come...’  And come they did.  The well 
heeled flocked to the restaurant to see and be seen.  
The cuisine was par excellence and the ambience 
opulent and intimate.   

What a coup for Thredbo and it’s patrons.  Stage 
2 followed a couple of years later, in 1981, 
incorporating Bernti’s Cafe, the penthouse, the guest 
lounge, staff quarters and more guest 
accommodation. 

All the important occasions were celebrated at 
Bernti’s, many significant birthdays including Heinz’s 
50th Tyrolian themed birthday, my 50th that was 
photo bombed by Nick Greiner, the then premier of 
NSW.  The wedding of Thredbo locals Tim and Gabi 
Robertson and the recognition dinner in honour of 
Dick Dȕsseldorp’s contribution to the development 
of Thredbo resort plus all manner of conferences 
and lavish cocktail parties. 

Tricia was a force of nature, generous, 
passionate, driven, flirtatious, creative, egalitarian, 

ambitious, smart and a little mysterious.  Life at 
Bernti’s was a roller coaster but never dull.   

In between two babies were born, Tina and Tash, 
adding to the Thredbo’s growing population.  Family 
holidays were shared in Sun Valley, Kitzbuhel, St 
Anton, Gerlos, India and Kashmir, and Thredbo get-
togethers were frequent. 

 

 
Patricia Hecher 

 
The Thredbo disaster (1997) and it’s affects on 

the family business marked a turning point in the 
fortunes of Bernti’s.  Tricia was not adverse in taking 
on the NSW government, the NPWS, the big banks 
and the Resort operators in achieving an equitable 
outcome, eventually with considerable success.   

After the fall out from this tumultuous time Tricia 
moved to Sydney with the family.  There she cared 
for Bernti after suffering a stroke post the Thredbo 
disaster.  This was undertaken with great love and 
affection until Bernti died some 10 years later.  Prior 
to this Bernti was recognised as Thredbo’s number 
one ski instructor.                           (continued Page 9) 
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PATRICIA HECHER – A TRIBUTE (continued) 
 

     Soon after Tricia together with her daughters 
Natasha and Christina. moved back to Tyrol, Bernti’s 
birthplace.  In recent years Tricia reinvented herself, 
buying and operating a boutique pension near St 
Anton, where she entertained many a Thredbo guest 
with her characteristic flair and generosity.  Her two 
Austrian grandchildren, Allegra and Raphael gave 
her much pleasure in her later years. 

The landmark building, “Bernti’s” stands as a 
legacy to the brainchild of a very talented and 
accomplished wife, Tricia Hecher and her husband, 
builder Bernti Hecher.”  

 
Louise Gibson then spoke of her time working for 

Tricia from 1984 to 1994.  “Tricia and I made a great 
team, I was the phone person on reception, doing 
bookings etc which enable Tricia to get on with what 
she loved the most – research on all things current!  
Tricia was up with all the tricks of the trade, and she 
was well read on business and marketing, and she 
implemented tools so the lodge would be humming 
with a high occupancy in summer and winter along 
with a buzzing bar and restaurant. 

The Chamber of Commerce became an important 
project for Tricia and she was vigorous with the 
available resources to help Thredbo on the map 
especially in summer.  The photo shoots of 
picnicking by the river and hiking to Kosciuszko were 
all choreographed by Tricia. 
Tricia had a natural talent for good food and wine 
and the restaurant was considered for many years as 
the ‘go to’ place.  She had created a room of 
elegance with delightful bonhomie and a menu to 
suit.  Tricia’s Tirolean decorations and individual 
pieces were carried back in our bags from skiing, to 
adorn the walls and add to the warmth of Bernti’s. 

Together with her daughters, Bernti’s was Tricia’s 
greatest achievement and although at times, 
unconventional, she and Bernti ably captained their 
ship, making many friends and happy memories 
along the way.  ....  I learnt a great deal from Tricia 
Hecher ... and although the words:  tenacious and 
formidable come to mind, so does generous, kind 
and an unwavering pursuit of excellence for not only 
her business but of herself. 

Thank you Tricia for your contribution to the 
Thredbo community and leaving us your legacy of 
Bernti’s that you built, and its integral place in the 
wonderful mesh of Thredbo.” 

 

Thredbo identity Frank Prihoda who at 96 ½ years 
of age and Australia’s oldest living Olympian – both 
summer and winter  - spoke about Tricia and the 
times, saying that he had honour and privilege to be 
her friend.  He said “I have known Tricia since, I think 
it was 1976 and during that time we became friends.  
I appreciated the excellent work she and Bernti have 
done in creating the fine hotel with it's excellent 
dining room where I loved to go and enjoy the 
hospitality and outstanding cuisine of the this 
excellent establishment.   Tricia was very caring for 
her friends, customers, staff, creative and 
entertaining, at the same time being an enterprising 
business woman and fine lady - an almost 
miraculous person.  

The friendship continued even after her and 
Bernti's leaving Thredbo and living in Sydney.  After 
Tricia has settled in Austria in the St.Anton area, the 
active friendship was renewed through my visits to 
Europe and doing several trips with her friend Rosa, 
and mine, through Austria, Switzerland, Germany 
and the Czech Republic.  They were the times I shall 
always cherish in my memories.  The world lost an 
outstanding person. 

 
Tricia’s sudden death on January 12th 2018, is 

mourned by her daughters, grandchildren, extended 
family and her friends.  Today” Bernti’s” is still  a 
special place in Thredbo and it remains as a symbol 
to what Tricia and Bernti achieved.   

 

 
 

Vale, Tricia Hecher. 
 



 
THREDBO HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOOK ORDER FORM (2018/19) 

Order Details:     Name:  ________________________  

                             Address:  _______________________ 

                                              _______________________Postcode__ 

ALL THESE BOOKS CAN BE 

PURCHASED ON LINE  @  

www.thredboskimusem.com 

QUANTITY PUBLICATION DESCRIPTION PAYMENT 

 

 

Andrew, Roger:  Thredbo – My Story 

     Soft Cover, 156 pages, 29.5x21cm. colour photos 

     Cost $40  Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Clarke, Norman W Clarke (2006):  Kiandra – Gold Fields to Snow Fields 
      Hard cover,178 pages 22x29cm, b&w photos  Cost $20 Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Cross, Wendy (2012):  Australian Skiing:  The First 100 Years 
     Soft cover, 270 pages, 30x21cm, b&w photos     
     Cost $39.95 Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Darby, Jim (2006):  Thredbo 50 – a commemorative book 
     Hard cover, 123 pages, 22x28cm, colour photos 
    Cost $20  Postage & packaging    $13.40 

 

 Freuden, George:  Off Piste – My Way:  A Memoir 
     Soft copy, 132 pages.  15 cm x 21 cm b&w photos, Cost $20, Postage & packaging         
     $8.25. Limited number of copies left 

 

 Sonia Howard (2013):  Flame of Leviticus – a biography of Kurt Lance 
     Soft cover, 302 pages 30 colour plates   Cost $35 Postage & packaging $8.25                                          

 

 Helen Malcher/Philip Lewis:  Charles Anton, the Main Range & Thredbo 1950-1962 
     DVD, PG rating, Duration 32 minutes Cost $25  Postage & packing $3.20                              

 

 Hughes, Geoffrey (one of the founders of Thredbo) (2007):  Starting Thredbo 
     Soft cover, 44 pages, 21x31cm, colour & b&w photos     
     Cost $20 Postage & package $8.25 

 

 Keys, Charles (2017):  Thredbo: Pioneers, Legends, Community 
      Hard cover: 29 cm x 21 cm,176 pages, b&w and colour photos. 
      Cost $60 Postage and packing $13.40   

 

 Southwell-Keely, Peter (2009) 
Out on the Tops – The Centenary of Kosciusko Alpine Club 
     Hard cover 28 cm x  21 cm, 320 pages colour & b&w photos.    
     Cost $30, Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Southwell-Keely, Peter (2012): Highway to Heaven:  A History of Perisher and Ski 
       Resorts Along the Kosciuszko Road   
      Hard Cover, 256 pages, b&w & colour photos.Cost $50 Postage &packaging  $13.40                

 

 Sponar, Tony (1995):  Snow in Australia – that’s news to me 
     Hard cover, 362 pages, 15.5x23.5cm, photos     
     Cost $20  Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Swinbourne, Helen (2006):  Accordions in the Snow Gums – Thredbo’s early years 
     Soft cover, 128 pages, 29.5x21cm, b&w photos   
     Cost $20 Postage & packaging $13.40 

 

 Walkom, Rick (1950): Skiing Off The Roof – the Kosciusko Chalet at Charlotte Pass   
(2

nd
 edition 2008)  Soft Cover, 178 pages, 21x42cm, b&w photos  

     Cost $35  Postage & packing $13.40 

 

 Russell, Rebel Penfold: Tommy Tomasi – a life well travelled 
     DVD, PG rating, Duration 44 minutes      Cost $25  Postage & packing $3.20 

 

 Russell, Rebel Penfold:  Thredbo 50 Years 
     DVD, PG rating, Duration 32 minutes Cost $25  Postage & packing $3.20                              

 

 Wieman, Randy:  One Man Alone – Malcolm Milne Val d’Isere 1969  

     DVD, Cost $10 Postage & packing  $3.20 

 

 Weiman, Randy:  Kurt Lance  - Last time on the Main Range 

     DVD, Cost $10 Postage & packing  $3.20 

 

                                                                                                           TOTAL AMOUNT  

Ordering & enquiries  Mail:     Ski Museum, Thredbo Historical Society Inc, PO Box 6,  THREDBO  2625  
Phone/Fax:  02 6456 2279 (Museum Administrator), Email:   chrissi.wikner@outlook.com 
Cheques payable to:  Thredbo Historical Society Inc. 
Direct Payment:  Thredbo Historical Society  Westpac Bank  BSB 032- 728 Acct 106314 with details: surname & book 



 


