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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE – September 2015   
We have just concluded our busiest time of the year with 
our 3 major social events for members behind us, our 
second year of the Faces of Thredbo announced, our Ski 
Museum Foundation program advanced another step and 
our hosting of the second annual AASHA completed.   
     In addition, our ski museum has opened and been 
manned for our peak period, the registration of the Prue 
Acton ski suit on the Australian Dress Register and 
member’s subscriptions sent out. All of these items to be 
covered in this newsletter.  A big thank you to our hard 
working committee members, who have seen these 
projects through to completion. 
 
SYDNEY COCKTAIL EVENT:  This year we were joined by 
the Perisher Historical Society and their members in 
conducting this annual event on Tuesday 26 May at the 
Royal Australian Historical Society’s History House in 
Macquarie Street, Sydney. Sixty people were warmly 
welcomed by RAHS Senior Vice President Christine Yeates 
who briefly outlined the history of the premises and 
advised of further plans to significantly upgrade the 
building. 
     This was followed by the Perisher Historical Society’s  
President, Philip Woodman’s words of welcome. A short 
10 minute film followed on Charles Anton founder of the 
Ski Tourers’ Association and his vision for a chain of huts 
on the Main Range which included Lake Albina Hut and 
Kunama Hutte.  The film was produced by Anton’s son, 
Phillip Lewis and his Home Studios Productions. 
     The highlight of the night was the panel discussion by 
the Hughes family: Lawyer Geoffrey Hughes and member 
of the original Thredbo syndicate; the Honourable Tom 
Hughes AO QC, Attorney General in the Gorton Federal 
Government of 1969-71: Constance Crisp their sister and 
architect of the first private lodge in Thredbo. THS 
member Shann Turnbull acted as panel moderator and 
together with the Hughes family held the attention of the 
audience with recollections of the starting of Thredbo.  
     We are grateful to RAHS who arranged for the 
discussion to be recorded by podcast which we have now 
had edited and transferred to a DVD by THS member 
Trevor Harrison which will be held in our Thredbo 
museum library for viewing by the public. 
 
AUSTRALIAN ALPINE SNOWSPORTS HISTORY 
ASSOSCIATION: (AASHA):  On Saturday 16 May we 
hosted 40 people from 4 states and territories who had 
gathered at Thredbo for the second annual conference of 
this emerging body.  Visitors were welcomed to Thredbo 
by Stuart Diver, Resort Operations Manager.  Interstate 
delegates provided an update of their activities.   
 

  (continued on Page 2) 

  

THS CALENDER OF EVENTS – 
2015-2016 
Saturday November 14th 2015  
    12.15 to 1.45 pm  
   THS Annual General Meeting 
    Kiama Lodge, Buckwong Place, Thredbo 
    Followed by BBQ Lunch $10 & BYO     
    Drinks 
*Tuesday May 24th 2016, 5.30 – 8.30 pm  
   Sydney Cocktail Evening 
   RAHS History House, Macquarie Street. 
  *Saturday June 18th  2016 5.30 – 8.00 pm  
   Snowfall Cocktails 
   Thredbo Museum – Launch of new exhibition 
  *Wednesday July 23rd 2016:   
    Mid Winter Dinner  
*To be confirmed 

 
Guest Panel at Sydney Cocktails: 

L-R:  Tom Hughes AO QC, Geoffrey Hughes, 
Shann Turnbull (moderator) Constance Crisp 
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THREDBO MUSEUM – Summer                                                                                     
Opening Hours:  1 – 5 pm  
Peak:  December 26 – January 26 
            (closed Mondays) 
Other:  Wednesdays & Weekends only              
            February – April plus public holidays         
            and special events 
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE (continued)  

Next we heard from guest speaker Les Strzelecki, 
manager of the NSW Corrective Services Museum in 
Cooma.  His talk on his Polish forebear, Count Pawel  
Strzelecki’s 1840 expedition from Sydney with James 
Macarthur and 4 others resulting in the first 
European ascent of Mt Kosciuszko, was fascinating. 
Strzelecki’s trip then continued on to the Gippsland 
area where the party fought off starvation before 
limping into the Port Philip colony where he rested 
for a good period to recover before proceeding to 
Tasmania. 
     Lee Scott from Museums Australia, ACT, presented 
a number of organisational and governance 
structures for the group to consider in moving 
forward.  Further discussion followed on this topic. 
The day concluded with a dinner in Cascades 
restaurant.  Next year’s conference will be hosted by 
the Southern Tasmania Ski Association in the Mt 
Field precinct on 30 April. 
 
SKI MUSEUM FOUNDATION: We have completed 
the first direct mailing to about one third of our 
members and are very pleased with the positive 
support and response received.  Further mail outs to 
members will follow, as will direct mail outs to Ski 
Industry corporate businesses and selected 
philanthropic bodies. Since the Foundation was 
established at our 2013 AGM, the balance of tax 
deductable donations to the foundation has reached 
$22,500 at 30 June.  
     We have received the consent of Simone Arnott to 
print the Arnott family’s letter of April which 
accompanied their donation of $5000. See Page 4. 
Thank you again to all who have contributed. An 
honour board recognising all donors will ultimately 
be erected in the museum. 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: This year we circulated 
electronically to members, all 2015/16 Annual 
Subscription notices. This seems to have worked 
smoothly but if you are in doubt contact Membership 
Officer Anne Collet on 02 6281 1525 or email 
rainmakerrealty@grapevine.net.au  . 
 
MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS: Once again we are indebted 
to those who have volunteered to be included in our 
roster to “man” the museum over the winter period.  
Chrissi Webb and Chas Skinner have led the way with 
more than 50 out of the 80 afternoons we have 
opened to the public.   
     Others who have supported this result are Barry 
Young, Marion Murri, Jerry Krejzar, Trevor Harrison, 
Sally Gallimore, Alan Fredericks, Graeme Holloway 
and Jane Mitchell.   From our member ski clubs, Peter 
& Annette Sturt, Phoebe Hoy of Roslyn Lodge, Ian 
Devereux Avior Lodge, Aileen Bomball Silver 
Brumby, Lawrie Perrin Pindari Lodge, Richard 
Grimsdale Ski Club of Australia, Ian Curlewis 
Crackenback Ski Club, Bruce and Margaret Piggott, 
Geoff and Viv Boxsell, Lois Woolams all of Kiama 
Alpine Club and John Wholohan, Happy Wanderers 
Club. Thank you to all.” 
      The museum will close after the NSW / ACT 
school holidays conclude in October, reopening for 
special event weekends. It will reopen on Boxing Day, 
daily to the end of January (closed Mondays), then at 
weekends until Easter.  
 
THANK YOU to Richard and Sally Gallimore for their 
kind donation of a surplus LCD TV monitor and to 
Michelle Reichinger for her donation of a glass 
display cabinet from her now closed landmark retail 
shop “Michelle’s”. Possibly a piece of Thredbo history 
in its own right!  

 Alan Fredericks 

  
Prue Acton’s 1976 Australian 

ASF B team uniform  
THS President Alan Fredericks, PHS President Philip Woodman, NAMA (Mt Buller 

General Manager – Operations & Strategy) Michael Monester & Stuart Diver (Thredbo 
Resort Operations Manager at the Australian Alpine & Snowsports History Association 

Annual Meeting, May 16th, 2015 

mailto:rainmakerrealty@grapevine.net.au
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THE ‘FACES OF THREDBO’ FOR 2015 
 

The selection of Tony Sponar, Charles Anton, Dick 
Dusseldorp, Tommy Tomasi and Kasee Koeman 
was applauded by the 85 guests when Thredbo’s 
Resort Operations Manager, Stuart Diver 
announced the five “Faces of Thredbo” for 2015, 
at the Thredbo Historical Society’s popular 
annual mid winter held at the Thredbo’s Denman 
Hotel on July 22nd.   The people are chosen 
because of their significant contribution to 
Australian skiing and/or the development of 
Thredbo Village.  The first recipients of the 
awards presented in 2014 were Leonhard 
Erharter, Frank Prihoda, Sasha Nekvapil, Michael 
Milton and Barry May. 
 In presenting the ‘Face of Thredbo’ award to 
Flora Elliott who accepted it on the late Tony 
Sponar’s behalf, Frank Prihoda – a friend of 
Tony’s since 1937 – described him as a “hard 
worker, always well prepared, scrupulous in all 
his dealings, flamboyant and artistic” and said “ It 
was his enthusiasm and drive that made Thredbo 
happen.”  

 
Tony Sponar as a young man in Europe 

 
The familiar face around Thredbo and Jindabyne, 
Tommy Tomasi (1926 - ) was formally 
recognised on the eve of his 89th birthday as a 
‘Face of Thredbo’ with the award presented to 
him by Thredbo Ski Patrol volunteer Phoebe Hoy 
who first met him 20 years ago.  Tommy has now 
been wearing the volunteer Thredbo Ski Patrol 
jacket for 57 years.    

 
Tommy Tomasi with his Award 

The next Face of Thredbo award went to 
Gerardus Jozef (Dick) Dusseldorp AO (1918-
2000).  The award was received by his grandson, 
Tom Dusseldorp who accepted it from Kasee 
Koeman who began working for Dick in 1962 and 
described him as a man who enjoyed building, 
working and creating.  Dick Dusseldorp was “one 
man with a vision and making it happen”.  
According to Tom Dusseldorp, a vision and what 
it could create, came to his grandfather on a 
family holiday in the mountains. 
 

 
Dick Dusseldorp in his Australia Square office c. 1968 
 
 The widow of Charles Anton, Mrs Yutta 
Lewis, gracefully accepted the ‘Face of Thredbo’ 
award acknowledging his achievements, from her 
son Phillip Lewis.  Speaking about his father 
Charles, Phillip said he died at the early age of 49.  
He went on to say that Charles belonged to a core 
group of people who brought things together.  He 
was a man of incredible passion. 
 

 
Charles Anton at the summer ski races 

. 
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    THE ‘FACES OF THREDBO’ FOR 2015 (continued from Page 3) 

 

Cees (Kasee) Koeman (1935 - ) was the final 
recipient of a 2015 Face of Thredbo award which 
was presented to him by Maureen Roberts.  Today 
Kasee is the longest permanent resident of 
Thredbo, spanning 55 years.  Over those 
pioneering years of Thredbo, Kasee has operated 
as Kareela Hutte manager, snow cat tour driver, 
lift manager-mountain manager, weather station 
operator and ran the ski patrol for a period, before 
starting up his own commercial accommodation 
lodge – ‘Kasees – in 1966. 
 

 
Kasee Koeman with his wife, Ann

 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

 The President – Thredbo Historical Society  
 Dear Alan  
   THREDBO SKI MUSEUM FOUNDATION 
Thank you for your letter about the forthcoming fundraising for the Thredbo Ski Museum.  I know Bob would 
want to be part of it as skiing has played such an important part in his life and Thredbo is very dear to him.  I 
have told him about it and I have discussed it with our children,  Adrienne & Axel who also hold Thredbo very 
dear and we would like to make a donation of $5,000 – either in Bobs name or as the family and I enclose a 
cheque for this amount. 
     I do wish you a huge success with the establishment of the Foundation as the Ski Museum is a very important 
part of Thredbo’s history. Incidentally I don’t know if it is generally known but it was Bob who chose Leonard 
Erharter as the first Director of the Thredbo Ski School.  Bob was living overseas at the time, but regularly 
skiing in Zurs and he was asked to look for a possible director and was told by Freidel Wolfgang “that he didn’t 
know how Leonard would run a ski school but he was the most technically perfect skier in the world” and the 
rest is history. 
        With best wishes,  
        Yours sincerely  

         Simone Arnott 
         April 10, 2015 
        Rose Bay NSW 

 
THS COMMITTEE :  2013/2014 
Patron:               Alan Rydge 
President:          Alan Fredericks alanf@bigpond.net.au                               
                                   02 9449 7610 / 0417401403 
Vice President:   Graeme Holloway    0447 648 478 
Vice President :  Ed Denny                 6457 6222 
Secretary:           Maureen Roberts     6456 1289 
Treasurer:           Ben Rushton            0433 630 160 
Membership:      Anne Collet               6281 1525 
Publicity/Museum:Christina Webb       6456 2279            
Committee:  Frank Prihoda, Marion Murri, Ian Boxsell                                      
                    Jerry Krejzar, Randy Wieman 
FRIENDS OF THREDBO MEMBERSHIP 
FEES  2014/2015 
Individuals:  $45/1-yr; $225/5-yrs;  
 $450/10-yr 
Family:  $60/1-yr; $300/5-yrs 
Group: Club $220/year 
 Corporate Gold:  $1500/yr                             
                    Silver:  $1,000/yr;  Bronze: $500  

 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
Victoria Nicholls (North Sydney) 
Gus Herstik (Jindabyne),  
Errol & Elsa Hanlon (Thredbo) 
Greg Hughes (Bellevue Hill) 
Mark Phillip Rack (Thredbo) 
Denise Allardice (Jindabyne) 
Dave & Jo Kuhn (Thredbo) 
 
VALE: 
 Constance Crisp,aged 89.  She was 
sister to Geoffrey, Tom and the late 
Robert Hughes.  Recently she 
participated in the Hughes panel 
discussion at the THS Sydney 
Cocktails.  Constance designed the 
original Crackenback Ski Lodge – the 
first in Thredbo – and she represented 
NSW in interstate skiing competitions.  
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SCENE AT SNOWFALL COCKTAILS 

  
Meet & Greet Lynne & Ray Temperley with Jo Kuhn  

“on the “door” 
 

Richard & Sally Gallimore with Lynne McIntyre 
 

  
Trevor Harrison & Chas Skinner 

 
Lorna & Paul Kelly with Maureen Roberts 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The captive audience at Snowfall Cocktails 
 

Ed & Judy Denny with Dave Kuhn  
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SNOW FALL COCKTAILS 
Dave Kuhn, Manager of Thredbo Ski Patrol, proved a fascinating guest speaker at Snowfall Cocktails in the 
Ski Museum June 13th, before 44 Friends of Thredbo who were welcomed by Vice President Ed Denny.  They 
were well fed by Anne Collet and her team.  Dave’s presentation was accompanied by photos from his 
personal collection of images illustrating the rescue work undertaken by the patrol.  One story he related 
was the rescue of a child who was washed under the snow into a creek.  
      “In 1996 a child went under a rope into a closed area off below the Cat Walk by mistake and slid into a 
hole in the closed area, that had opened up since the morning.  He disappeared and was washed under the 
snow.  Fortunately he got up on to a rock. 
     We had to go down and dig a hole.  Basically we got the call as it happened and the patrol was there 
immediately.  We were asked to bring along some equipment.  We got there five or ten minutes after he went 
under and we made some very fast decisions.  It took us some time to dig a hole through two and a half 
metres of snow and the ice at the bottom of it, into the river – probably the best part of twenty five minutes.  
We took turns in digging the hole.  There were four or five of us and we each shovelled like crazy and then 
passed the shovel over.   
     Then I took a rope, tied it to a tree and wrapped it around my waist and the boys lowered me down on a 
rope and I waded through in waist deep water to reach the child, pick him up and get him out of the hole.  He 
was a very small five year old.  He had lost his skis and boots and was hypothermic.  We hauled him up and 
put him in an  akja (sled) and took him to the Medical Centre. 
     I was very happy to be able tell the tale.  The family were very upset when it happened but they did come 
back a year later and thanked us very much.   The fast and successful team rescue was took place within half 
an hour of it occurring.  It was a rescue quite out of the ordinary, so Tony Weaver actually nominated me for 
the 1996 Optus Australian Ski Patroller of the Year awards. “ 

 Chrissi Webb

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE FREUDEN 
George Freuden (OAM) passed away in November 2014 and his family (Hilary, Daniel, Naomi and David) hosted 
a memorial function on Saturday 29th August in the Hotel Lounge Bar to commemorate his life.  It was preceded 
by a spectacular flare run with 148 participants honouring George’s significant contribution to Thredbo and to 
ski patrolling in Australia and internationally.   
      Jerry Krezjar who patrolled for the same 2 decades as George (1969-1991) was an excellent MC.  Jerry 
specially acknowledged Peter Jeffrey who served for 12 years as Captain of Thredbo Ski Patrol Association 
whilst George was Secretary.  George said “those years with PJ were the most harmonious years with PJ running 
the operations on the hill and me as the administrator”.   
     George’s philosophy which has been ingrained into TSPA was that volunteers and pro patrollers train and 
work together and operate as “one patrol”.  It was planned that Robert Montgomery (representing the 
volunteers) and David Kuhn (Patrol Director representing the pro patrol) would speak together about George.  
Alas, in his other role David was called away to a potential fire.   
     Robert spoke of George’s administrative might, including training regimes, logistical organisation and 
sourcing equipment from overseas so that “any TSPA member was employable anywhere in the world”.  He 
started the exchange with Val d’Isere which continues 32 years later.  There were also exchanges with Canadian 
and American resorts thanks to George’s contacts and persistence.  Terry (Speaky) Lyons, long term patrol 
director from Mt Buller recently said  “Before the internet, we had George – he was the Resource!”.  
     George founded the Australian Ski Patrol Association and together with Canadian, Mark Labow,  Federation 
Internationale des Patrouilles de Skis.  He pioneered ASPA’s first aid certificate as the first nationally registered 
after the Red Cross. 
     Robert said one of many things David Kuhn would have acknowledged, was how George nurtured and 
supported him as a patroller over 30+ years and that George’s legacy (e.g. sleds, sweeps, pop fences) will outlive 
him.   
     Tommy Tomasi shared funny anecdotes of his times with George starting in 1961. This included Tommy 
being awarded the Golden Glove for inadvertently peeing in his own glove whilst on sweep!  
     Hilary thanked all for coming and KT for installing the memorial plaque near Merritts’ patrol room.  Hilary 
shared with guests George’s memoir “Off Piste – My Way” and acclaimed George’s adage “Camaraderie is what 
keeps us together”. 

Phoebe Hoy 



 Friends of Thredbo                    NEWSLETTER        Issue # 60 September 2015    Page 7

Remembering George Freuden 

  

148 ski instructors, visitors, ski patrollers, family and 
friends of George Freuden lit up the night ski during the 

Memorial Flare Run for George 

Naomi, David, Daniel and Hilary Freuden 

  

Tommy Tomasi, Anne Jeffery, Lorna Kelly,  
PJ & Jerry Krejzar 

Barry Dennis, Jodie McFarlane & Jerry Hervey 

MID WINTER DINNER HAPPY SHOTS 

  

Barry Berner & Flora Elliot Graeme Holloway & Albert van der Lee 

 

  PS.  You will find more pictures from Society events on the THS Facebook Page.
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“CLANCY – IN SPIRIT ANYWAY” BY LINDSAY SIDWELL  AND UNKNOWN AUTHOR 
 
I do like what he's written 
and I see he has been smitten 
by the quantity of iT 
available in 'pop up' shops 
in the ever expanding Malls 
so I writ this note to him 
addressed: 
clancy@theoverflow 
down Kosciuszko way 
 
I skied the rugged mountains 
with Kurt Lance in our day 
and Paul Reader, a holiday 
like no other, in the Rockies of 
USA 
We never had no iPhones 
in those days 
of muddy roads 
and rope tows 
we enjoyed the nights 
breasted to the bar 
at Smiggins and Sundeck 
 
The mountain men came along 
strong, willing and rich, 
and opened Thredbo up 
Leonard Erharter from Austria 
Paul Reader won the cup 
Danny Coleman and John 
Rumble 
wore Red Crosses 
I reckon Clancy was with us 
‘in spirit, anyway’ 
when we crossed 
the creek at Merits 
and carried our ski's 
on the long walk back 
to the Village 
then dinner at Leo’s 
with lots of ‘goings’ on 
 
We, Lindsay, Rae and Norma 
Skied from the top of 
Kosciuszko 
on a lovely sunny Sunday 
but we lost our way 
and spent the night 
in a ‘wee’ hydrographers hut 
 
 

Kasee Koeman found us 
in the morning at 5am 
The ABC news reported 
"3 skiers lost in the snow" 
that was bad news because 
Norma, the model had been 
told 
"You are not allowed to go 
with mountain men 
such as them” 
 
I had written him a text 
Which I'd sent, hoping the next 
time he came in mobile 
coverage 
He'd have time to say hello. 
But I'd heard he'd lost his 
‘phone’ 
 
So I emailed him from my own 
- 
Just addressed, on spec, as 
follows: 
clancy@theoverflow 
The answer redirected 
wasn't quite what I'd expected 
It wasn't from the shearing 
mate 
who'd answered once before. 
 
His ISP provider wrote it 
and verbatim I will quote it: 
'This account has been 
suspended: 
You won't hear from him no 
more.' 
In my wild erratic fancy 
Visions come to me of Clancy: 
Out of reach of mobile 
coverage 
Where the Western rivers 
flow. 
 
Instead of tapping on the small 
screen, 
He'd be camping by the tall 
green 
River gums a pleasure 
that the town folk never know. 
 

Well, the bush has friends to 
meet him 
but the rest of us can't greet 
him: 
out there, even Telstra's 
network 
Don’t give you any bars. 
 
He can't blog the vision 
splendid 
of the sunlit plains extended 
or tweet the wondrous glory 
of the everlasting stars. 
 
I am sitting at the keyboard 
and stressed out ‘n bored 
as I answer all the emails 
by the deadlines they contain 
while my screen fills with 
promotions 
For lotions and strange 
potions 
The announcements of the 
million-dollar 
prizes I can claim. 
 
The looming deadlines haunt 
me 
and their harrying senders 
taunt me 
‘They’ need response this 
evening 
tomorrow is too late! 
But their texts, quickly ended, 
often can't be comprehended 
their writers have no time to 
think 
they have no time to wait. 
 
I sometimes rather fancy 
that I'd like to trade with 
Clancy: 
Just set up an email bouncer 
saying 'Sorry, had to go.' 
While he faced his ‘in’ box 
jamming 
with deadlines and spam 
as he signed off every message: 

clancy@theoverflow 
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IN THE MUSEUM 
Visitors to the Museum this winter as at 
September 25th, numbered 3522 people.   
     The “journey” of registering the 1976 
Australian ASF B team uniform designed by Prue 
Acton OAM and worn by Garry Holt, on the 
Powerhouse Museum Australian Dress Register is 
now complete and it can be viewed using the 
Google search engine or 
http://www.australiandressregister.org/garment
/579/.   
     THS wishes to express appreciation in 
achieving this objective for the assistance given by  
the Powerhouse Museum Sarah Pointon and her 
staff; Veronica Bullock of Significance 
International, Victoria’s Bill Bachman, Roger 
Andrew and Garry Holt.  

 

 
Yutta Lewis watches her son 

Phillip Lewis sign the Museum 
Visitors’ Book 

 
Historic Memorabilia Acquired 

 The clearance auction of Neville Locker’s historic 
collection located at Happy Valley, Adaminaby 
took place on 22nd & 23rd May.  Graeme Holloway 
and Michelle Stevenson of Mt. Buller Museum, 
were there to bid for the historic ski memorabilia 
on the second day when bidding was spirited and 
a number of items went for thousands of dollars.  
The oldest provenanced ski in Australia with its 
mate (which was missing the front half) and 
known as the “Fritz Wesselman Skis” (1894) went 
to the National Museum of Australia, for $6,500. 
     In a cost sharing arrangement between the 
National Alpine Museum of Australia (Mt Buller) 
Perisher Historical Society and Thredbo Historical 
Society, the following items purchased were: the 
3-metre Martin Amundsen downhill racing skis 
(c.1897); a photo of Martin Amundsen; a copy of 
1900 Kiandra Snow Shoe Carnival Programme 
and a pair of hand-made children’s skis (1946).  
On behalf of THS, Graeme also purchased a pair of 
Yarrangobilly skis (1920’s), a pair of primitive 
“skates” or snow shoes (skis) (c.1870s?) and a 
pair of Canadian snow shoes (1956).   
      These items together with other Kiandra 
memorabilia will be in a rare unique display in the 
Museum this summer and next winter. 
Comments from Visitors 
Steve Jelicic: What a great contribution to 
village life and historical lesson. 
Richard Davis, Corlette NSW:  History plus 
deserving a 21st Century facility. 
Jane Waldcock Padstow:  Great articles from 
the ‘60s, very interesting. 
Stephen, Georgina & Patrick Connell, Sydney:  
An incredible record of the evolution of skiing. 
Naomi Freuden, North Bondi, NSW:  Thank 
you for the lovely display about George.  Love 
the whole Rescue Wall. 
Yutta Lewis, Darling Point, NSW:  
Unforgettable memory.  

PS From the Editor:  Following a record number of mornings (32 in all) enjoying good grooming 
and when needed on excellent man-made snow, my 2015 ski season ended with a crashing finale 
on 6th September at 10.30 am when I “caught” an edge on a hard pack surface covered with a little 
corn whilst heading to Black Sallees from Sponars for a cup of coffee.  I fractured the upper part of 
the femur (just below the neck.)  At the time I was skiing with my daughter, Trudie.  
     Thanks to expert care from Ski Patrol, Thredbo Surgery, Canberra and then Cooma Hospital, I am 
back at home in Jindabyne with 3 pins and a plate inserted in the femur, getting on with life whilst 
weight bearing plus the aid of crutches although sans wheels at this stage.  I am most grateful for all 
the support and kindness extended to me by so many people during my rehabilitation which is 

expected to be completed towards the end of October.    Thank you,   Editor Chrissi Webb 

http://www.australiandressregister.org/garment/579/
http://www.australiandressregister.org/garment/579/
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ELYNE MITCHELL AND THREDBO  

Thredbo didn’t exist when Elyne Mitchell started skiing.  When they were engaged my father Tom Mitchell 
took Elyne skiing for the first time at Mt Buller where he told her that ‘skiing was his life’.  The subtext must 
have been, ‘Well, if you are prepared to marry me, you’d better make skiing your life too, or else it won’t 
work.’  And to Tom’s delight, that is exactly what Elyne did.   Before the Second World War Mt Buller, the 
Chalet at Charlotte Pass and Mt Ruapehu in New Zealand became Tom and Elyne’s major ski destinations.   
At the Chalet at Charlotte Pass Elyne learned to ski with Ernest Skardarasy, who was one of the first Austrian 
ski instructors to come to Australia for the Australian winter and European summer – there was 
considerable European influence in Australian skiing at that time. 
     The Chalet was central to Tom and Elyne’s exploration on the Main Range and what they called ‘Western 
Facing’, that is skiing down those fabulously steep snow-covered slopes that Tom and Elyne could see in 
winter from Towong Hill in the Upper Murray.  From the Chalet, they roamed to the Ramsheads, sometimes 
accompanied by George Day, Colin Wyatt and Curly Annabel.  In her first book Australia’s Alps, Elyne wrote 
prophetically, ‘The valley of the Crackenback below Dead Horse Gap is one of the few places in our hills 
where a small alpine village would not be incongruous.’   
     Except for a brief glimpse of the Crackenback valley in 1947, Elyne did not return to the area for nearly 
two decades, during which time she reared four children, published two adult novels, several articles and 
short stories and the renowned children’s book The Silver Brumby was also on the way to publication.  
     While it is unlikely that Elyne’s words in Australia’s Alps had any impact on the choice of the site of 
Thredbo, the opening of the Alpine way from Khancoban to Jindabyne in the mid 1950s, followed by the 
establishment of the fledgling village, Thredbo became the centre of Elyne’s world.  When I was learning to 
ski in the 1960s, Thredbo was a family village where everyone seemed to know each other and look out for 
each other’s children.  
     Elyne loved skiing, and at Thredbo she was able to make friends with like-minded people and relax away 
from the demands of life on the property at Towong Hill and Tom’s political life as a member of parliament 
in Victoria.  Sasha Nekvapil, her husband Karel and of course Sasha’s brother Frank Prihoda were wonderful 
friends. I remember visits to Sasha’s shop where she had the most recent ski fashions from Europe.   
     Best of all was listening to Sasha and Karel yarning with Mum about Europe, history and the books they 
had read – they opened windows on Elyne’s (and indeed my) perceptions of Europe’s war and post-war 
experience. The Koeman and the van der Lee family were others, and I could go on paying tribute to people 
who kindly made up Elyne’s world.  Suffice to say that it was the kindness of friends and acquaintances and 
of the chairlift operators who made it possible for Elyne to ski for as long as she did.   
     In my memoir Elyne Mitchell: A Daughter Remembers I describe memories of my experiences at Thredbo 
in the 1960s – I knew it well then, as Elyne took us skiing almost three days a week, not to mention the 
school holidays.  For a couple of years, I’m sure I skied more than the Clifford kids who actually grew up in 
the village, simply because they had to go to school and I did, or perhaps more accurately, didn’t do a lot of 
correspondence schooling. 
     Always to an extent the non-conformist, Thredbo was where Elyne felt she was taken for what she was, 
rather than what others felt she should be. A notebook and biro were her constant companions, except of 
course when she was on the ski slopes – anything apart from a lift pass and some cash would have upset the 
beautiful lines of the wonderful outfits Elyne bought from Sasha!  For Elyne, skiing was like a dance in which 
she strove for the perfect style as taught by the Austrian ski instructors – Leonhard Erharter in particular 
and of course, she enjoyed skiing with Sigi Wolf and Helmut Pfister.  Like the Silver Brumby Thowra, Elyne 
on skis was as free as the wind and the blizzards. 
     In some respects Thredbo and Brumby country were almost synonymous.  Located on the Crackenback 
River, in reality Thredbo grew up on the trail of the Silver Brumby, rather than the other way around.  The 
Silver Brumby was set in an era before Thredbo existed.  Published in 1958, Elyne had begun writing The 
Silver Brumby before building began at Thredbo.  It is a period piece, based more on Elyne’s pre-war alpine 
experiences, notably her 1941 ski trip out to the Cascades when George Day, Curly Annabel and Colin Wyatt 
lassoed a small brumby stallion.  It is set in an era when stockmen took their cattle to their mountain leases 
for the summer months.  It was a time that was vanishing into history with the building of the Alpine Way.                       
                                                                                                                                                                     (continued on page 11) 
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ELYNE MITCHELL AND THREDBO  (continued) 

      Published in 1960, the sequel, Silver Brumby’s Daughter takes us further afield on the Trail of The Silver 
Brumby.  It leads us over the Main Range and as far as the Grey Mare and then at the gallop, back to the 
Ramsheads, over the Crackenback and back to the safety of the Secret Valley.  Silver Brumbies of the South 
and Silver Brumby Kingdom (1966) give a fearful, yet thrilling description of the making of the Alpine Way 
from a brumby’s point of view. In Silver Brumbies of the South (1965), Thowra tells his old friend, the big bay 
stallion Storm, ‘Along the Crackenback they make a track wide enough for six horses!’   
     In Silver Brumby Whirlwind (1973), Thowra, when ‘he looked downstream, he could see a host of 
twinkling lights all scattered around the foot of Paddy Rush’s Bogong.’ The ‘twinkling lights’ were the lights 
of Thredbo.  I could go on tracing the trail of the Silver Brumby through Elyne’s other writings, but suffice to 
say the village is an ideal place from which you can base yourself for a walking, cross-country skiing or 
cycling trip out to the Silver Brumby Heartland in the Cascades.  From Thredbo you can roam on foot in 
summer, or in winter on cross country skis or snowshoes right throughout Brumby country to Dead Horse 
Gap, the Ramsheads, Mt Kosciuszko and the Main Range.  Closer to Thredbo is Dead Horse Gap, Paddy Rush’s 
Bogong and the Brindle Bull.   
     For Elyne and for us as a family, our drive to ski at Thredbo from the Upper Murray on the Victorian side 
of the Alps was not a journey for the faint-hearted, but it was one that appealed immensely to Elyne’s 
pioneering sense of adventure. In her foreword to the 1962 edition of Austalia’s Alps, journey to Thredbo, 
Elyne describes an early journey to Thredbo. Now with the sealed road all the way to Khancoban (and of 
course beyond!), it is easy to forget that the mud and the ice and the rock falls in the early days of the Alpine 
Way were very much a part of the Thredbo experience for some of us.  It was almost as if the Alpine Way 
monsters were testing us before they’d let us through to go skiing!  
      In those days we didn’t see any evidence of brumbies anywhere close to the Alpine Way.  That has 
changed and it is almost as if the brumbies are saying, ‘We’re back and making ourselves felt!  It is not 
unusual to see piles of brumby stallion manure left like calling cards on the Alpine Way and even close to the 
walking track leading up towards the Ramsheads. 
     Early one spring when we were walking on the Brindle Bull we saw hoof marks and ski tracks mingling on 
the snow –  transporting me back into the pages of The Silver Brumby, a few minutes later, we saw brumbies 
peeking out from the snow gums and within seconds they vanished at a canter, with their mane and tails 
flying in the wind!   
     Such has been the impact of Elyne’s writing on my imagination that before I was even aware of it my eyes 
were searching for the glimpse of a wind-blown silver tail and a snow-white stallion like Thowra!  Elyne 
would have loved it but she would also have been mindful of the impact of increasing numbers of brumbies 
on the fragile alpine environment.   
     If you read on through Elyne’s Brumby books, you will find other landmarks…..I have always wanted to 

walk out to the Tin Mines…and beyond!”     Honor Auchinlech, daughter of Elyne Mitchell  
 

 
Elyne Mitchell (photo Pat Bowles) 
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